
City of Pekin 
Human Rights Committee 

Meeting Agenda 
 

November 10th, 2020 6:00pm City of Pekin Council Chambers and Via Zoom 
   

Meeting is called to order at 6:02 with the pledge of allegiance Tonya 
Earhart, Bill and Tonya Calvert, Sharon Collins, Roy Beckham, Josie Esker, 
John Dossey, Sarah Newcomb are all present with guests Colleen Kahl, Amy 
Psinas and Joel Steger from Pekin Community High School, Mike Eeten from 
Pekin Police Department and Nicholis Hall, guest and Heather York were all 
present. There was no public input.  

 
Approval of minutes from September 11, 15, and October 13th. There was a 
discussion of the purpose of minutes and Chief Dossey makes a motion to 
approve the minutes.  Beckham asks that two statements from 9/15/2020 
and 10/13/2020 meetings be changed. Esker makes a motion to approve 
the minutes with the suggested changes. On a second from Beckham all 
members voted in favor of approval of the minutes.  
 
Art Collaboration   Tonya Calvert discusses the committee’s desire to get 
people involved through art collaboration and having high school students 
involved would be a great starting point. Tonya contacted Amy Psinas and 
Joel Steger for help with the logo and Colleen Kahl works with the student 
government as well to attend.  Having the help of the outstanding talent at 
the high school will really help us get our name, goals and projects known in 
the community.  
 
Podcast   Mike Eeten stated the well-known platforms require professional 
artwork, so having help from the graphic arts department will be key. Joel 
Steger and Amy Psinas discussed how the pandemic has the students 
stressed and makes getting them together for collaboration difficult, but 
they are highly capable. Steger and Psinas hope to understand what the 
committee is looking for and Colleen Kahl stated that this may be a good 
opportunity for students to get service hours which have been hard to 
come by during the pandemic.  The HRC wants the students to help with 
ideas for the artwork. Heather York spoke about being involved in the black 
lives matter downtown with her sister; she feels having the high school 
students involved will be welcome and provide energy and different insight.   
 
Murals    Esker stated the murals would be a project next year as part of the 
Court Street modernization. The high school is concerned about the 
students painting along Court Street, but Esker explains the students would 
design it and it would be a printed mural that would be printed similar to 
the murals downtown. Calvert explains the committee was hopeful the art 
projects would be something the students could get involved in even during 
a pandemic and that it would be a real world, tangible use of their talent. 
Earhart and Calvert suggest working with the Peoria schools as another way 
of collaborating and get involvement with students they would normally not 



be able to meet in their regular school setting. Sharon spoke with the 
principal at Manual and others at District 150 regarding the collaboration 
and a focus on diversity. Beckham would also like to be able to reach into 
the grade schools as well. Calvert says they teach kindness, diversity, and 
acceptance, and seeing students make those connections is so rewarding.  
 
Table Talks    There is a discussion about having a zoom meeting with 
students to discuss diversity which would need to be moderated. Hall says 
getting the younger kids involved with discussions would be a good start 
and helps with buy-in for HRC goals.  Beckham states getting younger kids 
involved in a City committee would be ideal for the City. Kahl suggests a 
liaison group with the United Way may be beneficial. Joel suggests a 
conversation with Amy Hubner at the high school after getting some key 
students involved.  
  
Social media    Dossey will work with Mike Eeten to help with a Facebook 
page linked to the City’s facebook page , an Instagram account and 
website to share positive information, our mission and encourage people to 
engage in HRC activities. Bill Calvert believes having anything we do 
promoted on the social media is a right step. The group discusses setting up 
rules for social media, city staff informs the committee that there are some 
special regulations and rules for comments because the City has to follow 
the Illinois Records Retention Act.  Dossey says social media should not 
necessarily be an open forum. Beckham explained the City’s social media is 
posted by the Deputy City Clerk and he will contact the City IT department 
to help with social media. The HRC decided to continue researching social 
media to ensure the committee has control over those accounts.  
 
Donation Drive   HRC discusses a donation drive and the other donation 
drives that are going on around town this year. Sharon provided a list to the 
police department and the public information officer is working on helping 
with setting that up. Where we set up collection bind is discussed and the 
possibility of reaching out to the park district, boys and girls club, Pekin 
Insurance, the hospital and the school districts. There is discussion about 
how to get the goods delivered with a first priority to the homeless and 
second priority to the disadvantaged.  

 
Podcast   the final equipment arrived and once we get the artwork going 
the first topic will be who and what we are and our mission.  
 
New Business    Sharon Collins has been appointed as a new committee 
member by the City Council. A motion was made by Beckham to approve 
Nicholis Hall and Heather York as advisory members. On a second by 
Newcomb, all present voted in approval. 
 
The meeting adjourns at 8:29.   
 
Next meeting TBD at December10th meeting at 6pm at City Hall and via 
Zoom 
 



Submitted by Sarah Newcomb, Secretary HRC 


